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L<et I s Hnvo Plenty of Trees

TREE planting 1b a municipal activity that
Richmond cannot afford to neglect.

The trees that line some of (lie principal
streets in the older scction are among tho
city's greatest beauties, but many of these
are falling into decay and must be replaced,
and in the newer territory comparatively
little planting is being done.
We should look to the future, in this mat-

ler as in all others that have relation 1o the
city's growth and development. Owners of
property should be encouraged to plant trees
f'or themselves, but the municipal government
night also to bear a band.

We Try to Repair a Mistake

ONE for whose opinion The Times-Dispatch
has high regard and whose letter on the

subject is printed on this page to-day, takes j
us to task for what he refers to as "the
funereal drapery" of an editorial reference
to the approaching Confederate reunion here,

Perhaps our critic is right. Certainly, The
Times-Dispatch does not stand sponsor for
any proposition to make the reunion a period
of weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth.
We did think it had a pathetic aspect, but we
are more than willing to let that pass. If
we are ever inclined to weep over the sur¬
vivors of the Lost Cause, the tears spring
from the contemplation of gallantry, devotion
and sacrifice, and not. from pity. We quite
understand that tears of that particular type,
for these brave old lads, might bring 011 an-
other light.

Yes, assuredly, laughter is better, and
mirth and the joyous recounting of martial
deeds. We can keep our tears for another
occasion. "If you want a good time, jine in
the cavalry." Come on. boys; Jet's sing.

No Time for Overconllilciice

IT would be a mistake to regard the bearing
to-morrow of Baltimore's appeal for the

transfer of the Federal reserve bank of this
district from Richmond to the Maryland city
as a merely perfunctory proceeding. It is
by such stupidities as this attitude typifies
that lights are lost which ought to he won.

Baltimore, at any rate, does not look 011
the hearing as perfunctory. Its case will be
presented by able lawyers, who are good busi¬
ness men as well, and there will be an im¬
pressive Baltimore delegation to lend support
to the ia\yyl!fs' p'lcas. Everything that can
be said will be said, and everything that
can be done will be done.
Richmond won this contest on the merits,

in the first place, but it must be prepared to
fight to keep what it has. It is pleasant, as
well as reassuring, to learn that the Baltimore
delegation will be balanced by another of
equal weight and financial solidity from this
city. Confidence is an admirable quality,
and in this Richmond has abundant reason
for it, but o\erconfidenee is always folly and
sometimes it is closely akin to crime.

Mr. Taft on Philippine Independence

IF Mr. Taft continues to display the same
winning combination of good humor and

good sense which he showed in giving evi¬
dence at Washington the other day concern¬
ing tho Philippine Islands, the country will
end by forgiving him for ever having been
President. Mr. Taft, unlike the predecessor
of his who would fain have been his succes¬
sor as well, was obviously not anxious to
embarrass the present administration, nor
even to criticize it. As a patriotic Ameri¬
can, he wants to give what help he can to
those who bear the nation's governmental
burdens.

Out of his large experience with the Fili¬
pinos, Mr. Taft has come to the conclusion
that we should he doing something appreci¬
ably less than justice to them If we left
them to their own resources at their present
stage of development Ninety per cent of
them are wholly uneducated, and the racial
fondness for throat-cutting would doubtless
become active immediately upon our with¬
drawal.
No doubt the Philippine Islands are to

the average American an unmitigated nuis¬
ance, or, if mitigated at all. only by the op¬portunity they present for some more of the
same sort of work as wo did In Culm. It is
too late now to say that we should never
have had anything to do with them. We
are there; the strong have espou.-ed the causeof the weak, and cannot honorably lay downthe work until the weak are strong enoughto run alone.

Mr. Taft does not think that the Filipinoswill be capable of self-government until theyspeak English, and for that he says two
generations will be needed. Possibly he was
misquoted as to the English requirement,but what he obviously means is that n longperiod of education, of training in peacefuland democratic institutions will be needed tofit them for the high and onerous businessof maintaining a stable government.

In a number of ways tho Philippines are

a weakness to this nation.a vulnerable
point In time of war and a burden of caro lu
time of peace, Involving the expenditure of
valuablo lives and some money. On the
other hand, there Is work to bo done there.
If we do that work well, as there 1b overy
reason to suppose wo will, the world will
owo us a Belf-governing, industrious nation.
This is not the loss *.7orth striving for be¬
en use it now Bcems bo extremely remote.

Taxation of Municipal Securities

IF the partial segregation plan of tax reform
be adopted in substance at the coming

special sobsIoii of the General Assembly, as
now appears probable, municipal securities
will become exempt, automatically and with
other intangible property, from the tax levies
of counties, cities and towns. That is a very
desirable consideration.
The report of the committee on tax revi¬

sion sayB that "in twenty-four States such
securities are entirely exempt from taxation,
and these States embrace forty-one of the
principal American cities." Perhaps it would
be wise, if it were legally possible, to follow
the example the twenty-four State? liave set,
but the Constitution of Virginia provides that
all property shall be taxed, and exceptions are
not permitted.

It is possible, however, to limit the amount
of taxation, and the committee, as to munici-
pal securities, recommends the existing State
rate of 35 cents per $100. This is urged as
a general proposition and without regard to
the adoption or rejection of the segregation
plan. The thought is that, if the commission
plan bo favored, municipal securities may bo
freed from county and city taxation by legis¬
lative act.

Virginia municipalities arc accustomod to
exempt their own bonds from their own taxa¬
tion, but they are subject to taxation in other
localities whore they may bo held and, of
course, by (ho State. "The result," the re-
port says, "is that the Commonwealth affords
a poor market for securities of its own ran-
nicipalities and, consequently, a groat part
of them have to bo disposed of in other States.
This naturally causcs a higher rate of interest
than would otherwise be necessary, and de¬
prives tlio government of all revenue what¬
soever from securities so disposed of. Thus
the attempt to raiae revenue from thorn at
the current local rales defeats its own pur¬
pose, at the same time that it greatly hampers
the praiseworthy policies of many progressive
localities."

That Is a just and restrained statement of
the fact. If Virginia municipal securities
could be purchased by Virginians, without
becoming subject to a prohibitive tax, (lie
market for such bonds would be greatly en¬
larged and their rates of interest would not
have to be so high. Money for needed public
improvements might be obtained at liome, at
least in larger part. That there is no homo
market, furthermore, dors not add to such
securities' reputation abroad; at the best, it
requires a detailed explanation.

This is one tax reform that should not be
overlooked.

A Job-Holding Contrast

PRESIDENT YUAN SHI KA1 of China lias
secured the passage of an act by the

National Assembly of his honorable country
that assures him the presidency for life, and
allows him to nominate his successor. He
has also restored the worship of Heaven as
of old. and there goes your glittering republic
of the Orient, with the chief job holder so
tightly situated in the saddle that he cannot
be bucked off by anything short of revolution.

Stop from the Orient into the full light of
civilization which shines so effulgently on
Haminonton, X. .1.. and there behold ltichard
Seely, the town clerk.the Yuan Shi lvai of
his burg in the Occident. Seely is such a
rattling good clerk that all his fellowtowns-
mcn decided to raise his salary from $000 to
$700 per annum. Seely objected. He de¬
clared that it was rank extravagance. Mod¬
estly admitting that he had done right well, i
he, nevertheless, maintained that the tax¬
payers couldn't stand the raise. Then the
committee, composed of first-class business
men, said that if the town couldn't pay it
out of the taxes they would make up the dif¬
ference out of their own pockets. Did Seelyleap to this happy compromise? He did not.
He buried himself in the tomes of the cityarchives for days and days, until he dug out
an ancient law that expressly forbid any such
proceeding. And so he goes happily on at
bis old wages, and none dare raise him with¬
out incurring the penalty of the law.

There you have a beautiful contrast btv
tween the Yuan Shi Kai of China and the
Yuan Shi Kai of Ilnmmonton. Could his-
tory produce a finer example of altruism, a
more splendid example of the Occidental
conscience in full play, to shame the wilyschemer of China? And when Yuan Shi Kai
hears of it. will ho recall his graft of per¬petuity and submit himself to the block in
restitution?

The Twentieth Century Girl

CHICAGO notifies the Cilrl that she must
put aside her slinker slouch, her

debutante shudlc, her tango trip, her kitchen
sink stride, and become military. All the
ways to walk she has learned from the new
dances and by necessity of her restricted
skirts will go by the board, just as the kanga-
roo walk disappeared after ii had succeededin making woman sutlieiently ridiculous. She
must lose her peek-a-boo waist and low neck,for events in the world of activity have de¬
creed that sterner stuff must be shown evenin feminine foibles, to keep abreast of the
times. Quietly, tip his sleeve the fashion
maker is snickering gleefully, for it is justsuch opportunities that make his coffers toflow, much to the anguish of whoever paysthe fiddler.
The military vogue will abolish most of

the frills and iluilles and bring in a style of
dress tii.it will incase the woman to thepoints of her rars, where rings were worn
when mother was a child. She will walk
erect, instead of mincingly, and the beautysquad policeman at the corner will have to
get out of her way, for she will no longerstand trembling for fear, if she dares to crossthe street, she will tumble or faint. She
will be independent and manly, as all modern
girls should be, says fashion.

Oh. well, it will do no special harm. And,anyhow, these swings from one extreme toanother give the dear Girl something tothink about and something new in which toexcel. This, after all. Is one of the facts inlife that make it worth while to be a womau.

The Hritlsh Hon is a discriminating ani¬
mal. Cndor the last prod of Uncle Sam, it
purrs rather than growls.

It's atrocious, but undeniable, that many a
soldier is in hospital because of an oillcial
war bullet in his midst.

SONGS AND SAWS
Ite'a a Sport, Anyhow.

We bave wJth us to-day, tny friends,
Tho whiskered Russian

dancer,
Who's Just ns Rood, when Fato

war boml 8,
A fighter as a prnncer.

erhaps war's not approved
by you.

You don't llko those mlxod
in It.

Hut .vou'll admit It's bettor to
Dance while ono tries to win It.

The I'roNlmlHl Snysi
Say what you please of Carranza. be has been

President of at least a part of Mexico longor
than most of those who have bold down the
Job. And when ho selected Vera Crua for his
capital ho showed sound discretion. It Is u
whole lot bftter Jum ping-off place than any
city of the interior.

Itcnl .Moilcsty.
He.You are moro beautiful every day.
She (diflld«'ntly).Hardly that, I think. It is

just that your qualities of perception and taste
are growing better.

rrnm tlie Ileirlniilnu.
Orubbs.Do you believe In predestination?
Stubhs.Kirmly.
Orubbs.Then, knowing it to have been pre¬

destined, perhaps you will not bo offended when
I ask you for the loan of $10.
Stubhs.Certainly not. And you will not beoffended, also knowing it to have been pre-

destlned, when I tell you that I have only 45
cents in my pockets.

An Improved Outlook.
"Jones is looking much better these days."
"What has he done.bought a new suit of

clothes?"
"No, a new pair of glasses."

Take n IMunjir.
You cannot help admitting.
Whatever may befall,

'Tls better far to lose her
Than not to love at all.

And this wise rule of action
Through life Is e'er the same.

liettcr miss a try for goal
Than keep out of the game.

THE TATTIjEU.

Chats With Virginia Editors
Editor lllll Ends, of the Wise County Xew6, jwho Is constitutionally opposed to gumshoe jpolitics, reports: "Attorney Mclvln G. Ely, of

Jonesvillo, *vas here last Wednesday night
holding n hoot-owl conference with Colonel Sam
Aston."' And that isn't the only worry of Col-
onol Eads. The weather reports comlnpr to us
from Wise County have been unfairly censored,
judging by this complaint from the poet, rhro
and phllo9ophor of the Southwest: "Ten, twelve
and thirteen degrees below zero Is enough to
knock all the sentiment and poetry out of Dixie-
land."

Says the Norfolk Virglnlan-Pllot: "We knew
it would come, and it has: The paragrapher of
the New Orleans State." rises to remark that 'it
was the CSermans who put the scars in Scar-
borough.'" lie might have added that they
were also responsible for the "rough" part
of it.

"It was a crimson Christmas in Europe," ac¬
cording to the Newport News I'ress; but every¬
body knows that the conventional green pre¬
vailed in the Km era Id Isle.

The Times-Herald, of Newport News, notes:
"Mr. Schwab has returned from Kurope with
a pocketful of orders, and says thai'the United
States Is now on the threshold of the greatest
season of prosperity it has enjoyed In many
years." The foregoing, edited In the interest
of truth, would show "he" substituted for "It."

Since Kditor llrtrry Flood Byrd, of the Win-
Chester Star, retired from the raco for State
Commissioner of Hospitals, he has found time
to discuss the situation on the Mexican border.
In an editorial leader ho cautions tho constituted
and unconstiluted authorities on the other side
.>f the Kio Grando to have a couple of cares
ulth reference to the Indiscriminate manner In
¦vhloh American citizens on the Texas side of
the river are being ruthlessly shot down. And
vke he opines that even the peace-loving I'res-
idem Wilson will not suffer the slaughter of
the innocents much longer. Says the Star: "It
tviil be good news to the country that the con-
tending Mexicans have been persuaded to cease
tiring over the American frontier and kllllng
iind wounding Innocent American citizens." Kdl-
tor I'yrcl is obviously laboring under the Impres-
sion that a popular diversion of the Mexican
rancher Is stalking the gentle Texas cow-
puncher as he gambols on the hillside and
sending a bullet from his ritle speeding into the
palpitating gizzard of the guileless tJrlngo;
whereas, It is a common practice of the Lone
Star Americano to exhibit his contempt for the
Crease:- warriors In the most picturesque style
his environments and the county constables will
permit. Tho eowpuncher or ranchman who
doesn't believe himself capnble of twisting a
dozen uniformed Mexican soldiers around their
own necks' until there is nothing left of them
except the ends of their shirt collars sticking
through their sombreros, Is not a Texan, but
merely sojourning in that man's country wait¬
ing for the sheriff In his home county back East
to die.

Current Editorial Comment
There Is no way to make war

Sellinir humane, and its essential bar-
j r* bartty becomes more apparent,n,ls when the question of conqueringI'iK>"Crs a peace comes up. Generally

speaking, there are but two ways
to break down resistance.by fighting till the re¬
serves of lighting men are used up or by ex-
haunting tlx- resources of the country till the
people starve. Neither can be called a humane
method, and tin re Is no special reason why
neutrals who abhor war should have any prefer¬
ence for either. To sell guns and ammunition
may seem like encouraging people to kill each
other, but so Is selling the food and . clothing
which are necessary for troops as well as for
noncombatants. Nor Is it certain that to boycott
a war would lessen suffering; it might have just
tho opposite effect by reducing belligerents to
the last extremity before the first fury of con-
llict had spent itself, while to cut off the supply
of arms and ammunition might protrart the war
by making military operations slow and inde¬
cisive. Kven if a single wise and humane man
hail under bis control till the resources of the
neutral wVrbi, he might be puzzled to exercise
his tremendous power In such a way as to hasten
a humane and durable peace. Such a respon¬
sibility is too great for neutrals to assume: when
an opportunity comes they are in a favorable po¬sition to work for peace, but it is not within
their power as neutrals to compel belligerents
to stop lighting. Responsibility lies with the
nations at war..Springlield Republican.

The Chicago Woman's Club
1 lr,uKPWdrk Employment Hurc.au has found

OIU! *rcut 'ndustry where the
jobs are more than the eligibleItlUtlSiry seekers. Wages in it are ad¬
mitted to l>e "normal" and oven"high level." It isn't a "now trade." wherein

timo and opportunity have lacked for trainingworkers. It Is the oldest of "woman's work".
the Industry of housekeeping. It may be said
that this Is only "the everlasting domestic ser¬
vice question" over again. In a way, it is, butit presents a new face. Heretofore the com-plaint has not been of a shortage of womenknowing how to keep house. It inis been that
nut enough women cared to do houseworkfound other work more attractive. Now It is, atleast in Chicago, that not enough know how.Yet It Is ccrtain that all those women seekingwork were reared where housekeeping wont on.

In childhood and girlhood thoy wero In dallycontact with this industrial process. Yot It
seems evident that many of them were per¬mitted to grow up knowing 11 ttlo or nothingabout It. Wo seem to l>e reaping tho fruits of acondition against which social moralists wero
preaching vigorously about a generation back.tho willingness or weakness of ho many mothersIn omitting to teach their daughters their ownhouflowifoly arts. The voices of these preachersand prophets grew feebler with the years. Theywero drowned out, as It wero, by tho risingchorus of acclaim over the "new vocations".tho"wider opportunities" for women. Yet, if tlx-so
almost-forgotten social prophets could return,they would feel that they had been vindicated.that the educational error against which thoyvainly struggled had bt>en proved such by Itsfruits..Chicago Herald.

War News Fifty Years Ago
(From tho Richmond IDispatch, Jan. 6, 1SC5.)

It turns out that tho cannonading In tho
neighborhood of Dutch (Sap on tho 3d was a
duel, which was engaged hi by tho Confederate
battery at Howletfs and the Federal batteries
on the north side of James River. Since then
there has been comparative quiet on the lines
below Richmond.
Day before yesterday tho enemy's batteries

near tho Appomattox Itiver furiously shelled tho
suburb of Petersburg known as Pocahontas,but without any result other than causing tho
residents to seek safer quarters In another partof the town. z

It Is learned that the Federal General Torbert,
on his retreat from Gordonsvllle, narrowly es¬
caped capture by a s*iuad of Mosby's men. Theyfired on htm several times, but, putting spursto his horse, ho managed to escape, apparentlyunhurt, and rejoined his command, from which
he had separated for a short while to call at
the house i.f an acquaintance.

It Is untrue, as reported, that General Stone-
man. on his recent raid on Abingdon, capturedall of the cattle there boloug to tho Con¬
federate government. Captain It. A. Williams,who had charge of the cattle, got wind of Stono-
man's coming, and in Kood time removed tho
cattle, stores and funds ho had charge of to a
place of safety.
General Hardee officially reports that Sherman

has landed a large force on tho South Carolina
side of tho Savannah ltlver, and that our
pickets have been driven In towards llardee-
villc.
The long-lookcd-for report from General Hoodhas at last reached the War Department, gettingthere last night. It tg dated at Corinth, Miss.,t>n December 20th, and is short and t<> the point.It simply says: "The army has recrossoil theTennessee River without material loss sincethe battle In front of Nashville."
Northern papers tell us that the Confederatecruiser Shenandoah, formerly the llrltlsh steamerSea King, Is now very actively employed Inthe destruction of Yankee merchant vessels onthe Atlantic. Quite a list of ships that havebeen overhauled by tho Shenandoah Is given.
From Northern sources come reports from theValley. They say: "General Karly has retiredwith his Infantry force to Wayni-sboro. There1h only a small force at Staunton and a similar

one at Stnnardsvllle. Lom.ix Is operating hiscavalry division east of the Hlue nidge Moun¬tains, while ltosscr's command Is west of theHlue RUlge, scattend, Gathering forage andthreatening raids.
A conspiracy to break out of Castle Thunder,murder the guard. If necessary, and effect es¬

cape was discovered yesterday in time to bonipped In the bud. The plot was by the seventyprisoners In the citizens' room, under theleadership of a certain lh utenant. The attack
on the yuard was to have been made last night,but the plot leaked out about noon yesterday,and was frustrated. Captain Richardson willgive no particulars of the plot until lie shallhave fully Investigated it.

ICnrtient IMrn for Tree Planting.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir,.Inquiry nt the City Engineer's nlllcehaving failed to elicit any satisfactory rc.iKon
as to why no trees have been planted in theBrowing West End section of the city this noa-
son, I beg leave to call your attention to thisstate of affairs. Vast sums of money are an-nunlly being expended in this section for newdwellings, churchcs and i)ui»lic buildings, con¬tributing immensely to the city's real estatotax income. Notwithstanding thin, there are agreat many streets In the West Knd, betweenLotnbardy and the Boulevard, that are abso¬lutely without the sign of a tree. Kroin presentindications, they will continue to lie. unlessproperty o.wners begin putting down their owntrees In the few days remaining of the trans¬planting season.

Recently the city appropriated $12,".000 for therelief of able-bodied men out of employment'and in want, which, of course, was a most com-mendahle act. Evidently, therefore, it is not aquestion of lack of money, for men employedunder this appropriation and turned over to theStreet Cleaning Department mlirht have been
very usefully employed in digging and pro-paring pits for the reception of tr«-es. Insteadthey were put to work in a number of in-stances on unpaved street roadways, banking |and hauling away good earth which had workedor washed its way into the gutters, and which,in some cases, under my observation, was sixand eight Inches deep, when the same mightjust as easily have been put back into the ruts jand depressions in the roadway from which It
came, and to which It will at some future daybe rehuuled.

in the meantime, a patient public suffers andendures. REAL ESTATE AfSKN'T.Richmond, January 1, 1015.

WiuitM No Weeplnir nt Reunion.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir,. I do not like the tone of a paragraph inyour editorial columns of the 30th ultimo.What I object to Is the funereal drapery of youreditorial. You say: "At this great gatheringmany of the men who followed Lee will lookfor tho last time on the city they fought so Il^ard to save." Suppose they do; did they notknow fifty years ago how to die.how to diewhen they were youths? Why weep over them
now, since they came out of the death strugglealive? We fought outside of the l.'nion, and thenpeacefully fought until taken hack. What have
we to cry over? Then wo have bravely foughtfor fifty years until the principles for which
wo struggled are now triumphant, and havetaught men peace, where others are at war.What have we to cry about?
You say, "It is fitting that that solemn oc¬casion should have Richmond's ofllcial sanctionand llnaiictal help." This is true, for you In¬vited us there. But why make the occasionsombre? Why not make It a day of Jollifica¬tion. as the emblem of peace and Joy? Whatdo you want to weep over us for? What did

we do to cause you tears?
Would tho chipper cavaliers, Fits: Lee, JebStuart, Wade Hampton, Forrest, and tho hostof others weep with you If they wero there?Whoop up the boys'. Tell them to come to Vir¬ginia, the "cockpit" of America, as Belgium hasbeen the cockpit of Europe before and sincethe days of tho great Caesar. Toll them to

come and see the statues of Davis, Lne, Stone¬wall Jackson, Wlckham and other chieftains oftheir cause. Tell them to come, and you willsing, "If vou want a gooil time, Jlne In thecavalry." SAMUEL CECIL (5RAIIAM.Tazewell, Va., January 1, 1915.

The Bright Side of Life
Fritnk.

"The man who tells us of our faults Is ourbest friend," fiuoth the philosopher.
"Yes; but he won't be long," added the mereman..J udge.

t,:m»ecesMnry lOfl'ort.
His Wife.This paper says an army of 100,000men has wrecked a railroad In Uclglum.Railroad Magnate..What a waste of energy!A board of flvo directors could have dono It Justas thoroughly..Life.

The Truth.
"You have your father's eyes," declaredgrandma, looking earnestly at the young girl."Yes'm."

. "And you have your mother's hair.""No; this is sister's hair," faltered the girl."And she said I could borrow it.".St. LoutsPout-Dispatch.

The Voice of the People

STEP OFF, MR. BULL!
Ouo f>t (lie Day's J tout Cartoons.

.From Ihn Atlfintn Journal.

WHEN WE NEEDED HELP
Ill the Survey of January - I tlnd an

article by Kilw.iril T. Devlno advo¬
cating the discontInuance of 1*-j» of
nrma ami ammunition from the United
States to the warring countries of
Kutope, rfRanllesH uf tin.1 ronaciini'iicccto t li oho countries, writes Horace
White. in tlie Now York Times. Ac¬
cording to Mr. Devine this trade should
be stopped by uh as a matter of con-
science. In tiie course of his arnumetithe ways:
"No earlier precedent applies to this

situation. In no earlier war has anyneutral nation ever had tin- decree ofresponsibility which under present con¬
ditions attaches to us, when wo find
ourselves keeping the armies on one
side, to some extent even yet on both
sides, equipped with rifles, the motor
trucks with gasolene, the aeroplaneswith arrows, cavalrymen with horses."
Mr. Devine has forgotten the prece-dent of the American Revolution and

the assistance given us by Franco in
winning our independence. Historytells us that the defeat and capture of
liurgoyne at Faratoga were accomplish¬ed by the use of French muskets. This
event took place in October, 1777, some
months before France became our allyin the war and before she had express¬ed anything but sympathy with u«.
The probability is that the muskets of
French manufacture in the hands of
our soldiers at the battle, of Saratoga
wore presented to lis by the French
government at the solicitation of Ar¬
thur 1 ,ee and Silas I)e:ine. We read
that they procured 200 heavy guns,4,000 tents, and small arms and cloth¬ing for 30,000 men before the treatyof alliance was signed, and that these
war materials were transported to our
shores by French ships.
This is a precedent which has beenoverlooked by Mr, Di-vlne.*' What fol¬

lowed Is still more to the purpose.The treaty of alliance, signed February»;, 177S. bound us to make no treatyof peace until our independence wasacknowledged by Croat ltritain. I.a-fayetto and Do Kalh came to us lisFrench citizens volunteering In :he
s^i'ivd naine of lii.city. i»e Kal'-> I: .<!dow n his life for us\at the battle ofCamden Hochamboau. D'Hstain; a-i 1I>t- < Jrasse came to aid us later withlleets and armies at the command oftheir government. The treasury of-i'ranee. although on the verge' ofbankruptcy, was at our servicethroughtout the war and at no time
more > ffectlvely than in the Yorktown
campaign, when our own Continental
money had become worthless rags.

Narcotics Under Ban
The Harrison bill for the suppression

of illicit trade in habit-forming drugs
passed the House December 10, after
having been before Congress for over
two years, says the Journal of the
American Medical Association. The
first and second Harrison bills regu¬
lating the manufacture and Importa¬
tion of halilt-forining drugs passed
both houses at a previous sof.ion.
The third measure, to regulate the

Interstate sale of opium and cocaine
preparations, passed both houses last
summer, but on account of conflictingamendments were referred to a con¬ference committee. This committee
agreed on a report which was adoptedbv the Senate. When the report came
up in the House in the last hours of
the recent session, the question of no
quorum was unfortunately raised, and
the House adjourned without action.
The bill consequently went over until
the present session.
The object of the bill Is to restrictthe sale of habit-formlng drugs to per¬

sons desiring them for legitimate pur¬
poses. The difficulty has been so to
word the measure as to prevent illicit
trallic in these drugs without interfer¬
ing with their legitimate use by physi¬cians and others. As the hill passedthe House In Juno, 19i:i. it exemptedfrom the operation of the law the dis¬
pensing: or distribution of habit-form-1lng drugs by physicians, provided the!
physician in each case was personallyattendant on such patient. This ex-
emptlon was modified in the Senate to
require that the physician should have
been employed for tin- particular pa¬tient receiving such drug and that the
drug should be dispensed in pood faith.!
The bill as agreed on by the confer-jence committee and as finally passed

exempts the dispensing or distribution]by physicians of drugs containingopium or coca leaves or any of t heir
derivatives, provided the physiciankeeps a record of all such drugsdispensed or distributed, showing the)amount dispensed, the date, the namO|and the address of the patient. 1 f.however, the physician is in personal
attendance on the patient, such a rec¬
ord is unnecessary. Physicians and all.
others buying drug preparations con¬
taining opium or cocaine must order
them on forms to be issued by the
Commission of Internal Revenue. Hut
physicians' prescriptions are specific¬ally exempt.
As has been frequently pointed out,it is not in any sense a regulatory

measure, and the amount of good that
It will or can nccompliBli will dependentirely on tiie local police regulations jand the methods adopted by states and
cities to enforce such regulations. Hut
after vears of long, patient effort and
many revisions, the bill as passed is
probably the best that can be formu¬
lated under existing conditions.

I
i Washington roiilil not in»v« his troopsto Yorktown until ho had boirowml
hard money from Itochamhcau for theirhack pay.

It Is known to all students of Amer¬
ican history that the capture of York-
town was tine primarily to the French
lleot under l>e lirasno, which prevented'Cornwallis from escaping by water, ami

j t«» the Indispensable aid of Kochamheau
and Lafayette, and the forces under
their command. This victory was prac¬tically the end of our War of Independ¬
ence.

It mny he remembered tlint one-hnlf
of IturKoyno's army captured at Sara¬
toga consisted of Ccrman mercenariesled hv Baron Hie'oael. Poor devils'
they couldn't ?.eip themselves. Theyobeyed their masters. They were do-
serving of pity. The example of the
1 lesbians of 177"-<J'_I serves, however, as
a (Maring contrast to that «»f the
Frenchmen who fought for us In the
Revolution. If (.'latitude and friendshipcount for anything among nations a
very good argument could ho made for
an alliance offensive and defensive be¬
tween Franc« and the United States
now, hut I am not in favor of that. I
do say, however, that any act of ours
injurious or detrimental to France at
this crisis would put a blister on the
American name and fame which allfuture r.i/c.» could not remove.

Practical difficulties crop up when wetalk ->f prohibiting exports of war ma¬terials. What are such materials? What
are not? Petroleum and rubber and
copper nre among !ho necessities of
modern warfare. Motor cars, wagons,harness, and saddles are likewise indis¬
pensable. Hroads'.ufYs are contrabandif exported for army use. Shall ex¬
ports to Canada be prohibited, as well
as to Kngland and France? We alread\have one dispute on hand due to the
curtailment of our exports by Kngland.They will bo multiplied many fold If
we undertake further curtailment byour own public officials.
The fact to be kept in mind is that

. iermany, having made militarism herchief study and principal vocation since
the war of 1S7<i, Is abundantly suppliedwith the Instruments of war, and the
means of replenishing the same, whileFrance Is compelled to look olswherefor new supplies. Whether she ought
to have been bettor prepared for win
is nothing to us. Any obstacle created
by us to the replenishment of her
stor< s would be an act to give victoryto (Jermany and to give a new Incentive
to militarism.

Switzerland's Army
With a population of about 4,000.000,at an expenditure of less than JS.OOO,-000 annually, the. Swiss confederation

can. In an hour of need, muster a tight-J ing force of 500,000 men, trained and
perfectly equipped, writes Howard D.
Wheeler, in Harper's Weekly.

I With a population of more than 90,-000,000, It costs the republic, of the
United States in the neighborhood of
$510,000,000 to maintain a professional
military organization which, in enter-
geney. could throw a bare f>0,000 men,
incompletely equipped, into line of bat-
tie.
To trace tho Swiss $3,000,000 Into ai first-class defensive force of 500,000is exceedingly simple.
The money goes for training, cloth¬

ing and equipment, and pay of soldiers
and olllcers while they aro with the[colors. It is not wasted in politics be¬
cause it Is next to Impossible to playpolitics with the Swiss military sys¬
tem.
Every male citizen of Switzerland,who is able, receives military trainingfor certain short periods between the

ages of seventeen and fifty-two. Kverytwo years, for the first ten years.that
is, live times in all.he answers n call
to the colors. Ills period of .trainingis never more than ninety days for
:. ny one year, and that only In tho first
year. If an artillery recruit his train-
ing covers seventy-five days; if in the
cavalry, ninety days, and if in the in-
fatitry, sixty days. The period witli
the colors shortens as he grows older.
During his third, fifth, seventh and
ninth years, this period of training Is
from twelve to fifteen days. lie is
paid only during the time ho is with
the colors. More than that, so far as
is possible, his military training is
made to follow the line of his occupa-tlon. If he is a baker, he finds his
place in the commissary; if he is an
electrician, bo can enter tho engineerslor the signal corps. IJls commanderof troops is elected by the legislature.He has as good a chance of becoming
an ofllcer as any of his fellows. Otll-
cers are drawn from tho ranks accord-ing to seniority, and appointed by the
government. 1
The Swiss youth, from his earliestschool days, is taught that the army Isfor defense only. Patriotism Is Inter¬

woven in his development. IIo dis¬
cerns no line between civic duty and'nillltary duly, lie learns to look uponeach as essential to real citizenship.Hy the time ho leaves school he Is nota raw recruit. Ho has already hadsome military training. Tie Is readyand eager to join tho colors and tocomploto his education.

T. Il.'it lilcn of Mnleste.
(Anaconda Standard.)A number of notable events seem toho happening In the world recentlywithout stopping to aseerthln tho opin¬ion of Colonel Theodore Roosoyelt,


